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SUBJ: CHINESE HOLD A HOLIDAY EXHIBITION 

1. A CHINESE COMMERCIAL AND AGRICULTURAL EXHIBIT WAS 
ONE OF THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE HOLIDAY (TABASKI, CHRISTMAS, 

NEW YEAR) SEASON IN BAMAKO. VICE PRESIDENT BABA DIARRA 
PRESIDED DECEMBER 5 OVER THE OPENING CEREMONY WHICH 
MINISTER OF FINANCE FOUNEKE KEITA CHARACTERIZED AS A 
SYMBOL OF THE VITALITY OF ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL RELATIONS 
BETWEEN CHINA AND MALI. EMPHASIZING THE CHINESE REVOLUTION'S 
PROGRESS IN PROVIDING A BETTER LIFE FOR ALL THROUGH THE 
EFFORTS OF THE PEOPLE, THE EXHIBIT DISPLAYED A 
FASCINATING VARIETY OF GOODS FROM AGRICULTURAL 
IMPLEMENTS AND ELECTRONIC GADEGETRY TO FINE 
RUGS AND PORCELAIN. ATTENDANCE WAS GOOD THROUGHOUT 
THE 17 DAY SHOW. THE MALIANS WERE MOST ATTRACTED BY 
THE FARM MACHINERY AND THE DISPLAYS OF FOOD CROPS. 
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TOYS, WERE POPULAR ITEMS IN STATE RETAIL STORES THROUGHOUT 
THE HOLIDAY SEASON. 

2. COMMENT: THE EXHIBITION'S EMPHASIS ON DEVELOPMENT 
THROUGH SELF-RELIANCE WAS A DIEEICULT MESSAGE FOR 
MALIANS WHO ARE TOTALLY RELIANT ON EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE 
EOR DEVELOPMENT. THE RUSSIAN CHARGE SARCASTICALLY COM- 
MENTED TO CHARGE THAT INSTEAD OF PROVING SELF-RELIANCE, 
THE EXHIBITION PROVED THE EFFICACY OF RUSSIAN DEVELOPMENT 
ASSISTANCE SINCE MOST OF THE FACTORIES AND DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS PICTURED AT THE EXHIBITION HAD BEEN BUILT WITH 
RUSSIAN AID. 

DAWKINS 
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